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United Nations on Phillip Island
Phillip Island Adventure Resort was this weekend host to delegates from the
United Nations.
Or more correctly 26 countries represented by 52 youth from schools from the
Mitchell River to Mt Eliza, engaged in the annual Model United Nations Assembly
run by the Rotary Clubs of Traralgon and Casey.
The Rotary Club of Phillip Island and San Remo again supported two teams/four
students from Newhaven College in the event. These students represented Syria and
Pakistan. The teams were competing for a place in the national Model United
Nations Assembly (MUNA) held in Canberra in August. The event is run on a model
of the United Nations Assembly and set up in the same manner, with the same
formalities and traditions.
This is a wonderful Rotary program for youth, aimed at promoting understanding
and peace in the world. It is a great learning experience for all the delegates and a
wonderful spectacle to watch.
Delegates are assigned a country to represent by the organisers and are required to
research that country’s position on six Resolutions. The members are encouraged to
prepare to represent that country to the extent of full national dress and mannerism,

and of course adopt that country’s position on the Resolutions being debated. This
was an obvious challenge for some of the students and particularly those
representing North Korea and America.
Each Resolution had a Proposer and a Seconder and each Resolution was assigned
two countries to vote against the Resolution. This information was only provided to
the students during the introduction to the two-day program. This created a full
range of reactions as the students realised they would have to put their personal
feelings and opinions aside during the debates.
The Resolutions being debated are exact copies of some Resolutions the United
Nations is currently debating.

Protection of Global Climate for Present and Future Generations of
Humankind
Israeli Settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
Regulating International Migration
Situation of the Rohingya minority in Myanmar
The Situation in the Syrian Arab Republic
Intensification of Efforts to Eliminate All Forms of Violence
against Women and Girls

The event was supported by 21 secondary schools across south and east Gippsland
and the Mornington Peninsula. Every one of the students grew from the opportunity
to participate in MUNA, arriving as strangers on Friday evening and by the close of
adjudications on Sunday afternoon left as friends.
Having debated such significant topics the students learnt and broadened their views
of world events. One of the students commented that involvement in this has
strengthened her resolve to pursue a career in international diplomacy.
Students had to be succinct in their responses given each had only four minutes to
get their point across, and draw on their debating skills for impromptu response to
comment from other countries. At times the debates were vigorous, as well as
entertaining, and congratulations must be given to all delegates. They represented
some insightful solutions to complex situations, they demonstrated respect and
maturity. Adjudicators were volunteers from professions such as lawyers, teachers
and doctors and were united in their praise of these students.
The issues were uncomfortable and sadly have been around for a long time. Rotarian
Alf Reina from the Casey Club has had first hand experience in the UN Assembly. He
closed the weekend summarising that despite the fact that these issues have been
debated for years, the UN is sadly sometimes the only place that delegates from some
of the countries can raise matters to be debated.
Alf was impressed with how the students tackled the issues and noted that some of

the students just may have practical answers to some of them. Sadly however, no one
country will be able to solve them alone.
The overall winner from the event was the team from Nossal High School in Berwick
representing the USA, who will go on to represent the District at the National MUNA
event in August. Congratulations to students Hayden Radford and Jordan van Rhyn.
The weekend was a great success and students engaged admirably. They debated
with humour, they worked in teams, they experienced interesting forms of influence,
and they learnt while having fun.
No bribes were accepted by the author of this article.
For more information on MUNA visit http://www.muna9820.org.au/
Pictured below are Kelsey King and Oscar Harry representing Syria and Mitchell
Chisholm and Sianan Price representing Pakistan; Both from Newhaven College.

Phil's Periphery
Monday’s meeting. Bruce McEwan provided an update on Operation Cleft.
Another Rotary Program making a global difference. It was a pleasure to present
Bruce with a cheque for $1,200.00.
Clean Water. John O’Reilly provided a short presentation on a clean water project
being funded by our Club in the Philippines. We tend to take clean water for granted
but when you hear that over 4,000 children die each day around the planet from
water borne diseases it makes one appreciate the work John and Stevie are doing.
Keep up the good work and we look forward to hearing of your exploits upon your
return.
District Assembly. Each year District 9820 arranges an Assembly of speakers
invited to provide Rotarians with information about Rotary Projects such as Model
United Nations Assembly, Club Visioning, Rotary Centenary House and many others.
In addition, there are sessions focussing on assisting Club Presidents and Club

Secretaries perform their club functions. It is also a great opportunity to network,
meet other Rotarians and learn about how Rotary works. I commend the Assembly to
each and every one of you. I’m sure there will be an opportunity to car pool. Please
contact President Phil if you are intending to attend.
Donations in Kind. Rotary Donations in Kind is a major re-cycling operation, run
by volunteers, that gives suitable goods to people in need, for free.
The West Footscray Store is part of the National Rotary Donations in Kind Store
network which is Rotary Australia’s largest ongoing project and the West Footscray
Store is the largest in Victoria.
A Donations in Kind project is often the most practical and cost effective way to help
people in developing countries and it also provides excellent opportunities to help
local communities.
It provides Rotarians, the public and Corporate Sector with the chance to make a
meaningful difference in the lives of people who need our help.
It provides Rotarians with opportunities to use all their resources; their intellect,
skills and contact, their labour and their ability to fundraise.
There is an opportunity for everyone no matter where they are located or the time
available, to get involved and make a difference.
Our Club, in a South Gippsland Cluster of Rotary Clubs combine applied for and
received a District Grant to send a forty (40) foot container containing medical
hardware to East Timor. For further particulars in regard to Donations in Kind
follow this link. www.rotarydik.org
Next week.
There will be no meeting next Monday. Instead, our meeting will take
place at the National Vietnam Veterans Museum in a joint meeting with
the Rotary Club of Wonthaggi on THURSDAY 18th MAY. It will also be our
40th Anniversary. There will be finger food, tea and coffee provided followed by a
tour of the Museum. The cost will be $25.00 per head and commence at 6.00pm for
a 6.30pm start. Joy will be sending an email out to Members seeking an rsvp.
Phil
9th May, 2017.

MEETING SCHEDULE

6pm for 6.30pm Weekly
Details below or call Joy 0419 584 312

RSVP TODAY - YES or NO - We Need To Know

RSVP Now - Click Here

May
Thursday 18th Joint meeting with Wonthaggi Rotary - NVVM at 6pm - Our Club's
40th Birthday Celebration
Sunday 21st District Assembly, Churchill 9.30am start.
Mon 22nd Guest speaker from Alzheimers Association - RSL
Mon 29th Club Assembly

June
Mon 5th Youth Forum Feedback - Brian Holloway
Mon 12th Holiday Weekend - No Meeting
Mon 19th Kathi Klade - Final / Farewell Presentation - Youth Exchange
Sunday 25th Changeover Dinner - The Cape Kitchen
Mon 26th No Meeting

Duties in May

Celebrations

Tony, Carron & Ian McFee

Birthdays in May include:
* Rhonda Boyd 7th May *
* Snow Lacco 9th May *

Set up and dismantle:
Registrations:
Dianne & Desley & Reg

Breakfast Club

Newhaven Primary Term 2

18/4 - Teacher Only Day

30/5 Rhonda & Judy

2/5 - Joy & Tony

6/6 Joy

9/5 - Stevie & John

13/6 - Stevie & John

16/5 - Judy & Ian McFee

20/6 - Tony & Kirsty

23/5 - Keith & Kirsty

27/6 - Phil & Kirsty

Many thanks for volunteering folks. Snow and Kirsty appreciate it.

District Assembly

A MUST Attend For Committee Members,
New Members, Board Members.
The 2017 District 9820 Assembly and
Avenues of Service seminar is to be held at
Federation University Churchill Campus.

Sunday 21st May 2017 at 9.00am for a 9.30am start.
Federation University, Gippsland Campus, Churchill
Northways Road, Churchill, VIC 3842

Ride to Conference (2017)
A Report By Helen van Diemen
While this is the 16th year of the 600 kilometre ride to the Rotary District 9820
conference there are possibly several newer members who aren’t in the picture as to
where it all began.
For your interest………..the background to this bike ride began with one man Roy
Knudson, a new Rotarian to Pakenham, who had also belonged to a Rotary Club in
Waverley, which is in another Rotary district. Roy had an extreme interest in raising
funds, any way possible for the Life Education program which in the early days ran
in Primary/State schools with no government funding. This is an amazingly
stimulating and educational program for children and helps teachers also. It basically
gives important messages about personal development, making healthy choices,
enjoying and standing up to peer pressure and explaining about legal and illegal
drug use.
Schools who invite the program in to their curriculum receive a wonderful educator
(Roy had this role for several years) and a substantial caravan stocked with audio
visual materials, print materials and Harold the Giraffe, the mascot of the program.
The materials the children and teachers are given are used as a health program for a
whole term. Well…this was the case when I was a Primary School teacher many
moons ago.
On to the bike ride…………….so Roy thought up the idea to raise much needed
funds for this program in the Pakenham and surrounding schools by having a high
profile bike ride which would be held prior to each conference, in fact, would finish
on the day the conference began. This proved to be well received by Rotary clubs,
partners and friends after about 18 months of hard work talking to many people
about it.
The first bike ride began in 2002 and I guess looking back Peter and I were
blessed to take part. The first ride went from Portsea to Bairnsdale with about 50
riders and a support crew of one dozen. I will never forget the first leg of this ride as
I thought “I won’t be able to keep up!” although we had trained hard. It appeared
there was so much testosterone floating around and all the males were gunning for

a big race. Well….as you may imagine, this wasn’t ever going to be sustained for
100kms to Pakenham so it did calm down after about the first few minutes.
Looking back now it just seems like yesterday but as we say…”How time flies when
you’re having fun”. Over the years we did need to remind ourselves about this with
the rain, wind, crashes and accidents that have all occurred but at the end of the
day we have made so many wonderful life time friends that the positives have
always ended up outweighing the other side.
Now…on to the 16th bike ride held this year towards the end of March in
Tasmania. Each year the amazing and competent Ride to Conference Committee
get together monthly and closer to the ride weekly to plan thoroughly all aspects of
the ride. This includes talking to the Youth Exchange students in the District who are
always encouraged to take part, to plan a safe route to ride, to book
accommodation, to engage a volunteer catering team, to write to traffic police, SES
etc for guidance and assistance, to seek medical supplies in the form of a first aid kit
and the many other 24/7 issues that may arise.
There are often stops at schools where the Life Education program has been to let
the children and teachers know about what we are doing and why. Sometimes
Rotary clubs help us along the way by providing a meal or support.
After saying all that the Committee had an amazing task ahead of them with the
planning of the Ride this year as it had never been held in any state other than
Victoria. Needless to say there were many extra hours of planning and when one
Rotarian stepped in with the idea of organising a shipping container to be used to
take all the bikes, traffic and catering gear plus more to Tasmania it was like a
miracle.
The ride in Tassie commenced each day at the Risdon Vale Caravan Park where
we all stayed in cosy cabins. Risdon Vale is an outer suburb of Hobart, on the
eastern shore of the River Derwent, and near Risdon Cove, which was the site of the
first British settlement in Van Diemen’s Land.
The first day we rode out and completed 85kms. We enjoyed a wonderful morning
tea at Claremont, lunch at New Norfolk and afternoon tea at Bridgewater before
returning back via Brighton. The weather on the day was very warm to hot and this
added to the challenge of all the new streets and roads including several hills too.
The second day was even longer and more challenging with the ride beginning at
8.00am and finishing for most around 5.30pm after riding 98kilometres. The weather
was a lot cooler and fortunately this continued for the rest of the ride. The riding
was very scenic along the eastern shores of the Derwent River to Howrah, then
across the South Arm Peninsula to the South Arm itself, returning a different way via
Lauderdale and a loop via Cambridge. I haven’t mentioned that there is a lead

vehicle which no riders may approach or pass and a rear minibus which helps riders
who need a rest or may have an issue with their bicycle. These are two very
important jobs that the Committee look after each day.
After the second day the length of the riding for each day was adjusted to enable
riders to enjoy the day and to return to the Caravan Park by around 4.004.30pm at
the latest. Therefore the riding on Day 3 was 71kilometres. We must say that
70kms in Tassie still felt like 100kms in Victoria with the added degree of difficulty
being more apparent the more you rode. On this day we rode towards the north
along the Derwent River to Old Beach, and then to Brighton then back to New
Norfolk via Bridgewater, covering familiar roads from Sunday but in reverse.
On Day 4 we awoke to the sound of drumming rain on the roof of the cabin at
6.30am. Oh No we thought!!! We were hoping we wouldn’t be riding in heavy rain.
It is one thing to get wet while you are out riding and return home wet but quite
another to have to start in rain. We were lucky as it was decided to delay the start
by an hour as The Radar did show some easing of showers in the morning.
Consequently the length of the ride was shorter at 58kms and the starting time was
9.00am. Very civilised!! We rode through Cambridge, continuing past the
international airport, crossing the Derwent River along a causeway and then arriving
at Sorrell where we enjoyed morning tea. The conditions were quite cold and it was
great to have jackets to put on when you stopped to keep warm. We rode to
historical Richmond for lunch and then Grasstree hill before returning back to Risdon
Vale.
On Day 5 there was drizzle and fog to begin, which meant more changes to the
route as the hill we were to begin with was clouded over in the fog. Hahaha!!! We
thought no hill to start!! But there was always another one not too far away. The
ride did return to Richmond, where the group photo was taken with all the bike
riders and support crew on the bridge. Then we rode on to Pontville and Brighton
and back via Claremont, Berriedale and Glenorchy. Some of the roads and towns
were definitely becoming more familiar to us by now and the scenery wherever we
stopped was stunning with all the amenities we needed close by.
On the Thursday evening of the ride it is traditional to have a Pizza Night with
awards and an hilarious fine session run by the Rotarians. This night is always lots of
fun and many thank you speeches are made to all the fantastic Support Crew and
the bike mechanics that ensure the success of the Bike Ride.
On the final day it was a shorter ride of 45kms, riding south to Geilston Bay, and
then following the banks of the Derwent River to Howrah, with morning tea outside
the Bellerive Oval. Then back to the Tasman Bridge for our first crossing, which was
very exciting. On to Central Hobart where we were met by District Governor Lynne
Westland in a park for a barbeque lunch. After lunch it was time to ride back to the

caravan park via Moonah, Glenorchy and the Bowen Bridge.
It never ceases to amaze us how the young and undertrained but fit Youth Exchange
students rise to the challenge of the ride and may struggle in the beginning but are
soon passing us by the end. It is fair to say some were able to enjoy a leg or two in
the bus at times, but they all did finish the ride safely.
Finally thank you to all the bike riders both past and present for your commitment
and courage to take on the ride. Your friendship makes it all worthwhile.
I have written this report thinking about former mentor Roy Knudson RIP who
started this ride and who helps me get to the end of every day on the ride.
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