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An Honourable Mention
Not too shabby. But maybe not great timing either given the new Bulletin Editor is
still to be confirmed as I understand it!
Hands Up! Who wants it? Less than 90 days and it could be all yours!
Yes peeps... time has come. Notice was given over 10 months ago that I will be
handing over the mantle so a volunteer is needed. Rumour has it Judy may be taking
up the reigns unless of course there is a super excited member out there ready and
willing to take over the Public Relations portfolio.
Training provided if you put your hand up now. But from changeover I will not be
available so get in and seek support now, or find yourself in the deep end like I did
(not recommended).

The portfolio includes the weekly bulletin, Facebook page, website and media
releases as required. There is a manual for updating the website, templates for the
bulletin and Facebook is Facebook.... all easy.
Please think about taking yourself out of your comfort zone and taking on this
portfolio to help President-Elect Pam and her team. My time is ticking ;-)

Conference Wrap
As you know the District 9820 Conference 2017 has just been held in Hobart. What a
magnificent city in the sunshine!
Congratulations to the Rotary Club of Casey for taking a big risk and for
putting on an overseas and well orchestrated conference with an abundance of
extracurricula activities. Over 400 people attended and most clubs were well
represented.
The photos below show our Club representatives putting in the hard yards.

Phil's Periphery
Monday’s meeting.
Whilst last Monday’s meeting was initially going to be a Club Assembly, due to
the shortage of numbers, a general discussion on various issues took place.
Cluster Groups & District.
It became apparent that a number of Members were not aware of the Rotary
structure in our District or for that matter a broader perspective. The structure
is: - There are a number of Rotary Districts in Victoria based on geographics but
can be in uenced by the number of Club Members and Clubs in a particular
cluster. Changes are occasional.
Our District 9820 comprises approximately 45 Rotary Clubs stretching from the
Mornington Peninsular, taking in Frankston, Dandenong, Berwick, and
Pakenham all the way to Orbost.
District 9800 also has approximately 45 Clubs and includes Clubs in central
Melbourne and in a wedge like formation includes Clubs up through central
Victoria all the way to the border of New South Wales.
These Clubs are broken up into Clusters of which there are approximately seven
or eight. Each Cluster is headed by an Assistant Governor. Assistant Governors
are expected to meet with their Cluster Clubs at least quarterly and arrange joint
projects between clubs.
The Assistant Governors are the communication links between the Clubs and the
District Governor. District Leadership meetings which, include the Assistant
Governors, meet on a monthly basis. Our Cluster group, titled South Gippsland,
includes Wonthaggi, Inverloch, Korumburra, Leongatha and Foster. Lang Lang
used to be a part of our Cluster up until recent times but has since been
reallocated to Central Gippsland.
Members were keen to investigate a joint meeting of cluster Clubs. We have a

joint meeting with the Rotary Club of Wonthaggi scheduled for next month at
the National Vietnam Veterans Museum.
This discussion raised the question about general Rotary education and it is
suggested that as part of each meeting, we allocate a short time, say, ve
minutes, to include a Rotary educational segment.
Newspaper clipping.
I was disappointed to read an article in last Sunday’s Herald Sun about the World
Health Organisation (WHO) and their statement that 116 million children will
receive polio vaccinations in west and central Africa as part of e orts to
eradicate the disease on the Continent. The article went on to state that the
synchronised vaccination program one the largest of its kind ever implemented
in Africa, is part of urgent measures to permanently stop polio on the Continent.
Not one mention of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation nor Rotary. All I can
say is, “WHO?”
MEETING SCHEDULE

6pm for 6.30pm Weekly
Details below or call Joy 0419 584 312

RSVP TODAY - YES or NO - We Need To Know

RSVP Now - Click Here

April
Mon 3rd - San Remo Hotel - Guest speakers - Ross & Tracey Denby introducing a
community cafe enterprise in Bass called Paul's Table
Mon 10th - San Remo Hotel
Mon 17th - No meeting - Easter Monday
Mon 24th - Vocational - Bassine Cheese - RSVP's direct to Dianne
Tues 25th - ANZAC Day - ROBART
May
Mon 1st - RSL - Dinner - Guest Speaker - Sue Schofield - The Orangutan Project
Mon 8th Bruce McEwen of Operation Cleft @ RSL.
Mon 15th No meeting
Thursday 18th Joint meeting with Wonthaggi Rotary - NVVM at 6pm
Mon 22nd Guest speaker from Altzheimers Association - RSL

Duties in April

Celebrations

Set up and dismantle for meetings:
Keith, Ted & Rod
Registrations:
Syd & Judy

Birthdays in April include:
Graeme Hudson 27th
Other:
Easter Bunny Deliveries

Conference Wrap - Part Two

As the photos above show, our club was well represented at Conference.
Congratulations to Carron and Kathi for their involvement in the Ride to

Conference which was held the week prior. A tough gig with all those Hobart
hills, but a major milestone in the lives of many of the Youth Exchange
Program riders.

Conference 2017 was a relaxed event with many extra curricula activities on

Friday and Saturday morning that ranged from golf, to a trip to Port Arthur, a
visit to MONA and the famous Saturday morning Salamanca market. It

transpired that many of the conference delegates booked and took a holiday
in Tasmania around the conference, so the leisurely start seemed
appropriate.

Friday night (pictured above) was enjoyable with choreographed dancers

from a local youth dance school providing lovely visuals and the incredible
Lucinda deSilva (DG Lynne's grand-daughter) singing up goose-bumps on
the audience. What an incredible voice that 12 year old has (pic below).

Dignitaries paraded, the MC bored us all with monotone and forced cheer,
but the fellowship made it worth while - as did the picture taking (see
below).

Saturday speakers were informative and enlightening. Alas the editor did not
bring back a program so some details will be generalised in the following.
Hearing from the inventor of Sky Juice and the Sky Hydrant and how that

incredible piece of technology was invented was great. We should be very

pleased with the support we provide Disaster Aid and the water projects we
fund in the Phillipines given how effective this technology is.

The incoming 2017-18 International President Ian Risely is on a mission to
rid trachoma from Australia during his term, as we are the only developed
country in the world where this disease still exists. Better hygiene is the

critical factor in this aim so we should all continue to support Soap Aid in its
quest to distribute soap to remote communities across Australia.

We heard from Don Eglin - a motivational speaker and once elite athlete,

with one leg. He was fabulous and funny and has probably the most positive
attitude of anyone on the planet!

We heard about Wheelchairs for Kids - another very worthy project we have

supported and that Newhaven Primary School children held an event for last
year which resulted in one wheelchair being donated. The Breakfast Club

initiated this and are very proud to say the whole school got behind this even
when we as a Club "could not find funds for this project". Perhaps we may
find funds this year? It is an extremely worthy project.

Saturday night entertainment and dinner theme was the Governor's Ball and
many clubs dressed up for the occasion. We did too but being amateurs at

this we failed to coordinate and were not in the prize stakes, despite putting
on our glad rags and dancing the light fantastic till the end. The Blues

Brothers (knock-off) Band was excellent and even had all the exchange

students wriggling and shaking the night away.
The conference closing speaker was Marcus Akuhata-Brown a teacher in
remote East Coast of New Zealand that has done some amazing work to

attract disadvantaged and wayward children back to country and to school.

His story was very touching and the key takeaway message being; if you see
potential in a child it is your duty to help them realise it. Supporting the

conference theme of "children are our future" Marcus challenged us to get
out of our comfort zones and make a difference to embrace diversity and

help youth. Chatting with him a bit later he could not help but notice the age
demographic and lack of "colour" as well as lack of indigenous flavour to our
organisation. Perhaps we should challenge ourselves a bit more to rectify
this?
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