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Our Club meets most Mondays. 6pm for 6.30pm.  Contact us to confirm the address.

A Living Treasure: Kutcha Edwards

Kutcha Edwards

Indigenous Hall of Fame

inductee, Kutcha Edwards is

our next guest speaker. A

singer songwriter, Kutcha

has delighted audiences

worldwide.

We look forward to welcoming Kutcha at our next meeting on 25th July.  

Kutcha was born on the banks of the Murrumbidgee River at Balranald, New South Wales,

of the Mutti Mutti people and is among the many of the Stolen Generations. In

1991 Kutcha was coerced into joining Koori community rock band Watbalimba and later

Blackfire, as their lead vocalist and there has been no turning back. 

“Music is not what I do, it is who I am. My songs may be contemporary but they are more

than 40,000 years old. They come through me from my ancestors and my people … and

they tell our stories.”  Kutcha Edwards. 

Kutcha will share some of his story with us and talk about NAIDOC. It will be a fantastic

evening so bring your friends and family  all welcome. 

Phil's Periphery
Our Club was treated to what I believe, was one of the most enlightening and
inspirational speakers that we have had the pleasure of hosting last Monday night. Dr
Fiona Hill, a Dalyston resident, has a PhD in Cultural Anthropology and Graduate in
Media, Near East Archaeology, Arabic and Islamic studies. Fiona’s presentation
centred upon the plight of Syrian Refugees escaping their country’s conflict to
neighbouring Turkey. International organizations have accused the Syrian
government, ISIL and other opposition forces of severe human rights violations, with
multiple massacres occurring. The conflict caused a considerable displacement of
population. On 1 February 2016, a formal start of the UN-mediated Geneva Syria
peace talks was announced by the UN, with the fighting continuing unabated. The
violence in Syria has caused millions to flee their homes. As of March 2015, Al-
Jazeera estimates 10.9 million Syrians, (Syria had nearly the same population as
Australia) or almost half the population, have been displaced. 3.8 million have been
made refugees. As of 2013, 1 in 3 of Syrian refugees (about 667,000 people) sought
safety in Lebanon (normally 4.8 million population). Others have fled to Jordan,
Turkey, and Iraq. Turkey has accepted 1,700,000 (2015) Syrian refugees, half of
whom are spread around cities and a dozen camps placed under the direct authority
of the Turkish Government. Satellite images confirmed that the first Syrian camps
appeared in Turkey in July 2011, shortly after the towns of Deraa, Homs, and Hama
were besieged. 

I contacted District Governor Lynne Westland passing on my view that District might
be able to assist. Unfortunately guest speakers for the 2017 Conference have been
confirmed but suggested I contact District Governor Nominee and District
International Director, Janne Speirs to perhaps consider Fiona being invited to
address the District 9820 Leadership Group. I have emailed Janne with Fiona’s
details. I will keep you informed. 

Vocational Awards to Kathy Beanland and Peter McGuiness were well received.
These two individuals continue to provide superior customer service and assistance

http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?u=34b672cd432f583fbf52c048b&id=345f4fab39&e=[UNIQID]
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISIL
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refugees_of_the_Syrian_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geneva_Syria_peace_talks_(2016)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanon


to those in need. Congratulations to them both.  

What a wonderful night Jan and I had last Sunday listening to The Harvard
Krokodiloes from Harvard University. I understand the group, in various forms, has
been performing for over 70 years. A remarkable effort considering the students
attend Harvard University studying everything from music to computer science to
History and Literature. It was great to see that a significant number of Rotarians
attended on the Saturday night as well. I’m sure Newhaven College appreciated our
support. 

Past District Governor, Dennis Heslin is currently recuperating at home following his
quintuple by -pass surgery last Thursday week. 

On behalf of the Club, I have signed off on an Application for another District Grant
Application for a container of medical equipment to Maubisse. 

Our Board meets again this Thursday 21st July. 

Kirsty and I are meeting with the Bass Coast Mayor, Jordan Crugnale and other
Council staff including David Elder, in respect of learning what Bass Coast Shire
funding is available to us to accomplish some of the elements identified in our Tides
of Change grant application. We are optimistic that some funds will become
available. 

The Art and Photographic Show Organising Committee met last Tuesday evening.
Arrangements well under way. Guest judge will be Julian Breure, one of the 20
Melbourne painters. Julian has intimated that he is prepared to assist us in a number
of ways in addition to his judging. We are optimistic that David Taylor, Diana
Edwards, Julian and Adrian Johnson will be demonstrating on the Saturday and
Sunday of our Show.

Vocational Service Award Winners

The Harvard Krokodiloes
A great evening was had by all at the Harvard Krokodiloes performance at the
Newhaven College campus last weekend. We are very fortunate to have this
international group in our area. Well done to Kirk Skinner and the Boys Vocal
Group for a great performance also. It is a treat to see quality and
professionalism from these young men. Thanks to Pam for arranging the group
booking. It was good so many Rotarians and friends were in attendance.



Rotary District 9820 Conference
is in Tasmania on the 24 to 26 March
2017 at the Wrest Point Convention

Centre, Hobart. Bookings can be made
now. Check out the conference
Facebook and website for more

information and deals. Let Graham
Hudson know if you want to be part of a

group booking from our Club. So far there
are at least six couples going.

https://www.facebook.com/District9820Conference/
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50070/Page/district-conference-2017


Breakfast Club
Every Tuesday at 0800-0915 the Newhaven Primary School students will gather

expectantly for toast, fruit, juice and milo to begin their school day. Thanks to those

that have volunteered. We only need one volunteer each week as we have other

helpers from the community and school that enjoy helping at Breakfast Club. The

roster is listed here. Any changes to circumstances, please call Kirsty 0459 494 666

Tuesday 26th July 
John Tennant & Kirsty

Tuesday 16th August 
???

Tuesday 6th Sept 
Stevie & John

Tuesday 2nd August 
Joyce

Tuesday 23rd August 
Joyce

Tuesday 13th Sept 
Stevie & John

Tuesday 9th August 
???

Tuesday 30th August 
???

I am not short... I am

concentrated AWESOME.

MEETING SCHEDULE: We meet at the RSL (ANZAC room) unless otherwise noted. 
6pm for 6.30pm. RSVP required by noon Monday please. 
John Tennant m. 0418 919 009 or email: johntennant1948@gmail.com 

July 25. Club social and partner’s night - Kutcha Edwards, Indigenous musician. 
Aug 1. MUNA and RYPEN participants presenting on their experiences with these
Rotary programs 
Aug 8. Club Assembly  
Aug 15. Wonthaggi Secondary School senior students - speaking about their
Breakfast Club we helped to set up. 
Aug 22. Education Night - details to be provided nearer the time. 
Aug 29. Social night 
Sept 5. Member Behind the Badge 
Sept 12. District Govenor's visit 
Sept 19. Vocational visit to Bassine Cheese 
Sept 26. AFL Theme/Partners night - venue TBC

BIRTHDAYS 
Ian McFee : 19th July 
Rob Leversha : 23rd July 
Damian Jones : 27th July 

ANNIVERSARIES 
On the 20th July 1969 Neil Armstrong
set foot on the moon... “That‛s one small
step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”  
 

President: Phil Dressing 
m. 0423 058 510 

info@rotary-phillipisland-sanremo.org.au
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